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Introduction
Pleasance Futures is the artist development strand
of the Pleasance, acting as an incubator for bold
theatre makers.
Pleasance Futures is committed to discovering and
supporting the most exciting theatrical voices,
nurturing the development of emerging companies,
young performers and new writing.
For the latest information on our artist support follow
@PleasanceFuture on Twitter and sign up to the
Pleasance Futures mailing list at
Pleasance.co.uk/futures
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We Are Ian, In Bed With My Brother

Our Offers
1. Associate Artists
2. Pleasance LABS
3. A Pleasance Scratch
4. INCUBATE
5. Pleasance Producers
6. Young Pleasance
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1. Associate Artists
What is it?

What do you get?

The London Associate Artist Programme aims
to help companies and artists presenting
excellent and innovative work who are based
in the capital, to take the next steps in their
careers. Through a mixture of mentoring and
in-kind support, we want to guide ambitious
ideas and provide an opportunity for
companies and artists to grow and develop.

• 100% subsidised rehearsal space
• Work and meeting space
• Practical mentoring

Who is it for?
To be eligible for our London Associate Artists
Programme you must be an artist, writer or
theatre company who is based predominantly
in London with an aspiration to develop your
practice and profile.

All Associate Artists benefit from being part
of one of London and Edinburgh’s most
exciting theatres, renowned for its mission
of providing a platform for the talent of the
future. In return our London Associate Artists
act as ambassadors for Pleasance, actively
engaging with the theatre, the artists we
support and our programme of work.
How to apply
Submissions for London Associate Artists
2021-22 will open in November 2020 via:
Pleasance.co.uk/londonassociates
Deadline: Early December 2020

London Associate Artists and
alumini include:
Nouveau Riche
Bric a Brac
Spies Like Us
Paula Varjack
Burnt Lemon
Ginger Johnson
Figs in Wigs
Wildcard
Silent Faces
Wound Up
Fan Bushe
Kat Woods
Etch
In Bed With My Brother
Unpolished Theatre

“Being an Associate Artist at
the Pleasance has allowed
me to regain confidence in
my work as a writer. Without
their constant support,
mentorship validation,
encouragement and
accidental counselling I feel
like I would have completely
stalled creatively. The patience
and care that the whole team
have shown in facilitating
my needs has been second to
none and one that I will never
forget.”
Kat Woods
London Associate Artist
2019-20

Little Wimmin, Figs in Wigs

2. Pleasance LABS
What is it?

What do you get?

LABS offers 30 weeks of 100% subsidised
development space for companies and artists
looking to create new work. How you use
your time with us is up to you, whether it’s
playing with a new concept, continuing
development of an exciting project, trialing a
new approach to theatre-making or working
with a new collaborator.

• A week of rehearsal space
• The opportunity to present a scratch of
your work as a sharing or a ticketed workin-progress performance

Who is it for?
There is no strict criteria for LABS, provided
the idea is still in development, we want to
hear about it!

How to apply
Selection for LABS residencies takes place
twice a year in mid-September and mid-May
with applications for submissions opening a
month prior.
For more information visit:
Pleasance.co.uk/pleasance-labs
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3. A Pleasance Scratch
What is it?

What do you get?

A Pleasance Scratch is an evening of variety,
ideas and fun; a chance to see artists
present brave, new work at the first stages of
development.

• Mentoring and support from our team
• A slot in our Main House theatre to share
your 10 minute piece of work-in-progress
with an audience and get their feedback
• Basic technical support for the event

Since its inception A Pleasance Scratch
has supported the development of a large
number of artists, writers and theatre makers
throughout the year. For audiences and artists
alike this is an opportunity to have the first
glimpse at what these talented theatre makers
are creating next.
Who is it for?
Dynamic artists at all stages of their careers
who are in the process of developing work
and would benefit from putting it in front of
an audience and receiving feedback.

Each project should
• Provide any props the performance
requires
• Provide all technical requirements with as
much notice as possible
• Be available all day on the day of the
event
How to apply
There are three A Pleasance Scratches
throughout the year, typically in March, June
and October. Applications will open two
months before hand via:
Pleasance.co.uk/pleasance-scratch

“A fantastic evening and very
inspiring getting to watch so many
different forms of creation and new
artists.”
Voloz Collective
“We had a fantastic experience.
A Pleasance Scratch has been an
instrumental part of the
development of our show.”
Contingency Theatre
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4. INCUBATE
What is it?
INCUBATE gives playwrights the opportunity
to identify, for themselves, what form of
support they need in order to develop their
practice and to progress their work on a new
concept or script.
In partnership with COMMON, the Pleasance
Theatre (Islington) will provide vital support
to four working-class playwrights through
giving them the time, money and space
needed to explore a new concept / script, and
to identify for themselves what support they
need to do it.
Whether it’s simply needing a quiet, physical
space to write; to be paid to have the time to
put pen to paper, to explore a new concept,
or continue developing an existing script; to
hear your work read aloud, get it up on its
feet or work with a new collaborator; to gain
feedback on specific scenes or sections of
your writing; or needing to make connections
within the theatre industry to enable your
script to move closer to production, we want

in association with

to give the power to you to decide what your
next best step will be!
Who is it for?
• You must identify as a working-class
playwright
• The work you are proposing must not
yet have been produced in a full /
professional production
• Your proposed concept or script must be a
piece of writing for the theatre*
*Please note that this does not need to
be a piece of new writing, it could be an
adaptation, a piece of work for children or
young people etc. However, it must be a
piece of work for the stage.
What do you get?
• A combined seed commission /
development fee of £875 for each
participating writer

• Access to free rehearsal and
development space at Pleasance
Islington
• An evening in our StageSpace studio
to share a script-in-hand reading with
an invited audience, if that would be
beneficial
• Feedback on your script, at any stage
of its development, from a panel of
industry professionals
• Industry mentoring and support from
COMMON and Pleasance Theatre
How to apply
Submissions Open: Friday 7 February
Deadline: 12pm, Monday 2 March
To apply, please visit:
commontheatre.co.uk
INCUBATE will take place from
25 May - 6 June 2020.
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5. Pleasance Producers
What is it?

What do you get?

Pleasance Producers is a collection of
tailored sessions from March - July taking
place at Pleasance Islington, designed to
prepare self-producing theatre companies
and emerging producers coming up to
Edinburgh Festival Fringe with Pleasance.
Ultimately we want to support you in your
journey towards the Fringe and aim for you
leave inspired and empowered to take the
Festival by storm!

• Insight into the responsibilities of
producing theatre for the Fringe, practical
approaches for bringing together and
managing a production, as well as being
in an open platform to ask questions and
discuss your projects
• It will also provide you with the chance
to connect directly with Pleasance and
meet other producers and theatre makers,
building up your network of support for
the upcoming Fringe

Who is it for?
• Companies and independent producers
who are taking work up to Edinburgh
Fringe, specifically with Pleasance
• In venues with 200 seats or less

How to apply
To apply please register your interest in
Eventotron when submitting your show for
Edinburgh Festival Fringe.
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6. Young Pleasance
What is it?

What do you get?

Young Pleasance London Ensemble is a
diverse, inclusive, innovative and socially
responsible ensemble focusing on upskilling,
devising and actor techniques. This dynamic
ensemble exists to develop the voices of
young artists.

12 weekly sessions led by professional
theatre-makers with guest workshops by
leading theatre companies, Young Pleasance
London enables participants to hone and
develop their acting skills and theatre
techniques in a dynamic and creative
environment. The sessions have a particular
emphasis on performance making skills
and focus on putting those skills into action
multiple times throughout the term in small
scale in-house company performances.

Who is it for?
Participants aged 16-25 interested in
developing their acting and theatre making
techniques.

How to apply
Young Pleasance London Ensemble runs
termly with applications opening typically in
November, March and July.
To apply please visit:
Pleasance.co.uk/yp

“Young Pleasance is extra-ordinary”
British Theatre Guide
“Superbly multi- talented”
Scotsman
“Breathtakingly skilful ensemble”
BBC Scotland

Pleasance Futures is at the very heart of the Pleasance.
We recognise how important it is to open the door for artists,
nurture ambition and encourage excellence. Pleasance
Futures funds and generates creative opportunities.
You can find out more information about Pleasance Futures
by visiting:
Pleasance.co.uk/futures
HOW TO SUPPORT
The work of Pleasance Futures is only possible with financial support. If you would like to support us in continuing to offer
game-changing artist development opportunities, please make a donation or become a Pleasance Patron by visiting:

Pleasance.co.uk/patrons

